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Regional Team
Reflection from
Catalyst
Catalyst is a home I
didn't know I had. It is a
water fountain on the
verge of rushing forth,
showing the world its
splendid glory. It is the
bubbling excitement
rising-up when 4,000
people gather in a
ballroom and celebrate
our achievements. It's
new waves and patterns
and friendships formed.
It is the catalyst of our
future, much as a water
fountain's water rising
is a catalyst for new
water to form in the
basin. It is adding to the
foundation of our
personality and nature
as a human being. It is
beauty and chaos, and
the chance for
something amazing.

Written by our own
Kassidy Crown
Chi Gamma
Tacoma Community
College
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Our 2017
Jack Kent Cooke
Scholarship Winner

The Pinnacle of Aspirations
A $40,000 scholarship from the nation’s most prestigious and generous private foundation makes the
impossible possible for a Phi Theta Kappa member
For Tiffany Carpenter, an invitation to join Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society fulfilled a childhood dream of
embodying the compassion, cleverness, and academic success of her favorite fictional character, Hermione
Granger. Formerly home-schooled, she had recently enrolled at North Seattle College as a Running Start
student. Although it took a few weeks to convince her parents that it was a worthwhile investment, Tiffany
became a member and then President of the 5-star Alpha Epsilon Omega Chapter. Her Phi Theta Kappa
journey led to many amazing experiences, such as becoming a Regional Vice President of District 1, being
named to the All-Washington Academic Team, and attending International Conference 2016 in Washington,
D.C.—her first flight and travel outside of her home state.
Despite outstanding academic success, a wonderful Phi Theta Kappa experience, and the thirst to pursue her
educational dreams, Tiffany wouldn’t have the finances to continue on after completing an Associates of Arts
degree. She was prepared to return to a former position accrediting doctors at UW South Lake Union,
downhearted about the possibility of leaving behind meaningful academic endeavors, thought-provoking
discussions with professors after class, and new friendships with international and diverse students. “Although
graduation in June 2017 looked like the end of my college education, I felt that at least by participating with
Phi Theta Kappa, my 2-year college experience was the best it could possibly have been,” Tiffany recalls.
Everything changed last week when she received a surprising call from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation,
which has chosen this year to award her—and 54 other exceptionally-achieving, financially disadvantaged
transfer students—up to $40,000 annually to complete undergraduate degree. Additionally, up to $50,000 will
be provided for graduate studies; Tiffany, who intends to attend law school and earn a Juris Doctor, is
extremely thankful.
A bright future, where the impossible is now possible due to the scholarship, awaits: Tiffany has been accepted
at Seattle University and offered a $10,000 Alfie Scholarship and a $16,000 Messina Scholarship for
maintaining a high GPA. “I’m honored and humbled to receive a Jack Kent Cooke Undergraduate Transfer
Scholarship. It’s thrilling to imagine all that this means. I am incredibly grateful to my kind family,
encouraging instructors, mentors, and friends, and the awesome Phi Theta Kappa family for being part of this
success.”
The Jack Kent Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship re-opens in late August 2017, and Tiffany
encourages all students to apply and become involved in positive change wherever they find themselves—oncampus, with Phi Theta Kappa, and in their communities. “Being of service to others, working diligently, and
making the most of opportunities for yourself and others can open amazing doors,” she advises. “Dream
courageously and give your very best to all endeavors. It’s certain to lift you to new pinnacles of success.”
Tiffany is also considering Cornell.

Introducing your newest
Regional Vice President of
District IV

Jessica
Ulery
My name is Jessica Ulery and I am currently attending Tacoma
Community College pursuing my Associates in Applied Science Degree
in Global Logistics and Supply Chain Management. I am the President
for the Phi Theta Kappa - Chi Gamma Chapter and now V.P. for District
4 in our Greater Northwest Region. Becoming President and regional
officer are big accomplishments for me since I started at T.C.C. with
3.5 high school credits and achieved my diploma in four short
quarters. I am enjoying all of the opportunities that are available to
me since I have joined PTK. I look forward to making new memories
while representing District 4.

Winner(s) of the Joan Fedor Scholarship will be announced at
Summer Conference in Moses Lake, WA!!

Do You have what it takes to be a regional officer? Have you dreamt of
meeting amazing people from our region? Have you imagined growing your
leadership skills? Then being a regional officer may be your next journey!
Deadline to apply for a regional officer position is Friday July 14 th, 2017
The application can be found at www.gnrptk.org

Summer Conference
Big Bend Community College
Moses Lake, WA
July 22-23, 2017
Registration deadline is Friday, July 14th
Priority registering for discount:
$85 per person, if registered by June 23rd
$95 per person, if registered after the 23rd, and
before July 14th [final

deadline]

Can’t wait to see you all there!!

Honors Institute Scholarship
The Greater Northwest Region of Phi Theta kappa is offering a scholarship
for a member of one of our chapters to attend the Honors Institute during the
week of June the 4th to the 9th of 2017.
Members from the Northwest Region interested in receiving an Honors
Institute scholarship worth the value of the registration $895 should email a
document attached in an email to Dr. Tomas Ramos and copy Dr. Theresa
Ramos by May the 5th at noon Pacific time. In the document, the applicant
should state:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Distinguished Regional
Officer Award 2017
Melinda Dourte
And
Jennifer White

"Every small positive
choice adds spark to the
fire! Amazed how we
coalesce and together
catalyze the future.
GO TEAM, PTK ON!"
Melinda Dourte

“The growth I have
experienced and the
memories made with my
PTK brothers and sisters is
priceless. Thank you for
letting me serve you.”
~ Jennifer White

7.

Applicant's full name
College
Chapter name
Overall GPA
A brief explanation showing how attending the conference will
help your home chapter.
A statement showing awareness that the scholarship covers the
registration cost, but not traveling to and from the venue in
Chicago.
Are you planning to attend the Summer Conference in Moses Lake
July 23 and 24?

Applicants should be an active member of their chapter and must receive a
letter of support from their adviser stating how the student has participated in
supporting the chapters' programs during the last 8 months. The letter should
also give an indication that the student is actively seeking financial support to
secure the funds to pay for their own travel and are aware they are to make
arrangements to figure out the logistics of the trip. Priority will be given to
members that have not attended a national PTK conference. The reviewing
committee will include the regional officer/president, an adviser from one of
the chapters in the region, and a member of the alumni regional committee.
If you have any questions regarding the process for the scholarship, please
contact Dr. Tomas Ramos or Dr. Theresa Ramos

“2016 Honors Institute was like the Honors in Action Program in real
live action. The high-profile speakers and cohorts of learners led by
Faculty Scholars really helped the messages/content sink in. The
smaller scale event allowed for lots of in-depth connections with PTK
members from all over and I am still connected with many of the
friends I made. If you love learning, being with other learners, and
exploring the world this is the PTK event for you!”
~Regional President, Melinda Dourte

