GREATER NORTHWEST REGION
It’s almost time to
elect new regional officers. We
would like to take this opportunity
to welcome each one of you to
apply and encourage you to
consider running for regional
office.

Regional Officer Elections
The regional officer elections will happen the week of
Monday, November 30th, to Friday, December 4th. The
deadline for applications will be Thursday, November 19th.
Students who are interested in running for regional office
should send their applications as a scan to
tramos@tacomacc.edu
and copy michaelannallen@
seattlecolleges.edu. Applicants also need to send a three to
four minute video answering the following three questions or
statements:
*Use one minute to state who they are, name,
college, major, hobbies, and what district their college is in.
*Select one honor study topic from the Honors in
Action guide and explain why this is important to them.
*Explain how they believe that being a PTK regional
officer can enhance their leadership skills.
There will be a survey monkey to help each district elect the
officers. If there are not enough officers running for office,
the regional team will actively work on recruiting officers with
the help of chapter advisors.

Regional Officers
Contact Information
President: Vacant
District I VP: Vacant
District II VP: Katrina Hansen
khansen57729@tacomacc.edu
District III VP: Johnathon Hendren
jhendren@hotmail.com
District IV VP: Gayle Kildal
gkildal@pwscc.edu
District V VP: Michelle Brownlee
mbrownlee74226@tacomacc.edu
Regional Coordinator:
Dr. Tomas Ramos
tramos@tacomacc.edu
Associate Regional Coordinator:
Michaelann Allen
michaelann.allen@seattlecolleges.edu

Questions regarding the fall elections of regional officers can
be addressed to Dr. Ramos and Michaelann Allen.
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Fall Conferences
The fall conferences will be
working conferences. Chapters
intending to participate in any
category for Hallmark Awards
must bring their journaling
notes, research in progress, and
any support documents they are
planning to work with. The dates
and locations for the fall
conferences are:
District I and II: Grays Harbor College
on Saturday, November 14th.

District III and V: Big Bend Community
College on Saturday, November 7th.
District IV: University of Alaska,
Anchorage on Friday, November 20th.

Scholarships:
Phi Theta Kappa Fall Scholarship Application is open
until December 1, 2015.
Within this application, you apply to: Hites Transfer
Scholarship, Guistwhite Scholarship Program, Geico
Pathway to Completion Baccalaureate Scholarship,
All-USA Community College Academic Team, CocaCola Community College Academic Team, Coca-Cola
New Century Scholars, and All-State Community

College Academic Team.
HALLMARK AWARD
DEADLINES!!!
January 13, 2016 for Individual Awards
(Chapter Officer Team, Chapter Officer,
Chapter Member, Paragon Advisor,
Distinguished Advisor, Continued
Excellence Advisor, Regional Officer Team
and Regional Officer)
January 27, 2016 for Chapter Awards
(Honors in Action Project and College
Project)

To register, go to
http://gnrptk.org/page24.php

College Project

Study Abroad

Don’t forget to work on the College Project. As part of the 5
Star Chapter Development, chapters must have their ideas
approved by a college representative that can be a Vice
President, Director of a program, the College President, or
even one of the Deans in a Department.
Winning Chapters around the nation have worked on
projects such as:
1. Creating Awareness to prevent eating disorders on
campus.
2. Chapter Members serving as college ambassadors.
3. Chapter comes up with a plan to assist
administration to provide assistance in an
administrative [Support Role]
If you are interested in finding more details that show what
the College Project is about, go to ptk.org and look under
the link. (Five Star Chapter Development)

The study abroad program is brand
new and is likely to happen next
spring break or summer. We are
working out the details and the
official guidelines will be published
in the December newsletter. The
study abroad will provide an
opportunity for elected regional
officers to travel outside the U.S. in
a one week trip. Being a regional
officer does not obligate the
If any chapter is willing to share their College Project, email
student to travel abroad, and does
Dr. Ramos or Michaelann and we can include it in
not guarantee participation in the
November’s Newsletter.
excursion. The guidelines will
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Where You Fit Into Our Goals
Joe Spieldenner
The International Officer team has announced our goals for this academic year! Our goals boil
down to three priorities: increase membership, increase recognition, and standardizing regional
officer development. We will be discussing our goals in detail in our upcoming webinar that will
take place on November 5, at 5 pm PST at
https://ptk.adobeconnect.com/_a950782522/internationalofficers/. For now, though, we need
your help with our first goal, increasing membership!
Joe Spieldenner is the Phi Theta Kappa International Vice President for Division IV.
He is currently working towards his Associate of Arts in Business at Renton Technical College.
You may contact Joe by emailing him at joe.spieldenner@ptk.org.

New Study Topics for Honors in Action
2016 - 2017 have been released!
1. To what degree are our 21st-century innovations
truly transformative or recycled old ideas with new
flavors that make them more palatable to our modern
sensibilities?
2. How can the same event by perceived differently by
different people or even differently by the same person
when retold over time?
3. Given that humanity has been in a state of warfare
for 92% of its history, is lasting peace possible?
4. To what extent is it acceptable to use science and
engineering to recreate or reproduce what nature
already provides for us? At what point does science
and engineering go too far?
5. What societal factors fuel our classifications of the
beautiful or the vulgar?
6. Is Star Trek’s Spock correct when he says, “the
needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few,” and
to what extent does one’s geographic position in the
world affect the answer to this question?
7. To what extent would the world work differently if
there were a universal understanding of rights and
responsibilities?
8. In what ways has the creation of myths about the
ways the world works reflected and shaped reality?

Often referred to as the "crown jewel" in honors
programming, Phi Theta Kappa’s Honors Institute is
an intensive week-long exploration of Phi Theta
Kappa’s Honors Study Topic. Features of the event
include internationally recognized speakers, small
group seminars, educational field trips and
experiential activities. Established in 1968 and
hosted each June on a four-year college campus,
the event annually draws an attendance of
approximately 500 members and advisors from
across the globe. Dr. Ramos will be a faculty scholar
for the 2016, 2017 Honors Institute.
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